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nicking knives1 and swords, seriously harass these English con-
tinuously and kill many, and do daring things, although llic English
with harquebuses kill some. And many people say that this Francis
treats his people harshly and hangs2 many, and that ho despatched
ten galleons from the Canaries to Cape Verde and that they are
bound for the Strait. This is quite credible in view of the advices
from Castile that he laded lime, tile and brick, presumably to
fortify himself in the Strait.
Your honour can imagine the condition of this city. So far what
has been done is to make trenches, ditches and greatly to strengthen
its defence; and now we are busy making wills and arranging all our
affairs for a stand to the death, which end all arc unanimously deter-
mined to meet like Christians in execution of their duty. I ride about
and encourage them, which is hardly necessary. [ go out at every
alarm, as though I could still be of service, like the rest. Yet I am of
some use, and my intention is good. And so this city awaits the enemy
every hour, arms in hand.
The governor has 600 harquebusiers, 50 horse, 800 Indians, 200
hundredweight of powder, exclusive of the strength of the galleys
which is 150 soldiers, not counting the galley slaves, of whom use
will be made in case of necessity.
The statements in this letter are accurate, and a true report of
what really occurred, and should be believed because this gentleman
is a credible eyewitness. He says the enemy has sent no parties into
the interior (p. 2) nor made any sallies from the city.
My respects to my lady, Dona Beatriz, and to the gentlemen
[judges of the court]. Lack of time prevents me from writing more.
Our Lord preserve your honour's very illustrious person with
advancement, as I desire.
Cartagena, February 16,1586.
Very Illustrious Sir
Your honour's servant kisses your honour's hand.
The Dem of Cartagena.
* A curved knife strongly set at the end of a long shaft, used by herdsmen to ham-
string cattle. This was the weapon which the successors of these same 'cowmen'
used with deadly effect on the broad backs of Vcnables' unhappy soldiers.
8 Bigges in Principal Navigations, x, p, 113.